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It takes a village, how many times have we heard
that? What exactly does that mean and who is your village? My village is HOPE.
Visiting my Grandpa on a nice July day, we decided
to look at the garden. While admiring his flowers, I
heard a mew. My first thought, no it can’t be a kitten,
please not a kitten. I went to investigate and it wasn’t a
kitten, it was four. They were all in the window well
that was covered except for a small space by the house.
My first reaction was panic but then they all started
mewing so my reaction became; how do I rescue these
kittens?
My first call was to Lynn at HOPE, I believe her
response wasn’t panic but ‘oh no, more animals to rescue’. She was so nice and walked me through the
process of finding out if they were already feral and
what kind of shape they were in generally. Since they
appeared to be very young, we had to decide where they
would be placed for feeding & fostering. If no one were
available, it would be me (more panicking).

After many calls back and forth to various people,
Laura Sietmann said she would be able to take the kittens. I cannot begin to tell you the relief I felt when I
knew Laura would be taking these cuties. Laura and
her HOPE rescue cat, Parker, are foster parents for kittens that need much more care than most cats. She has
been helping HOPE for years and just knowing these
kittens would be in her charge really made me feel that
‘the furry four’ were in good hands so their chances of
survival were great. North Shore Animal Hospital gave

the kittens a once over before going home with Laura
and luckily all these screaming fur balls were in great
shape (just hungry), mama cat
had taken good care of them. It
turned out these cuties were
three weeks old and three of the
kittens were females and one
was a male.
Laura was great with updates
and took the time to answer all
my questions. Grandpa and I
went to visit the kittens one day
when they were at North Shore
Animal Hospital getting a
check-up. It was wonderful to see how much they had
grown and that they were doing so well.
Then came time for these four little kittens to be
adopted. Amanda & Daryl Clausen adopted two sisters,
Laura & Gene Wanezek adopted the male and Dana &
Scott Pelky brought home the
remaining little kitten. The kittens are now eight months old
and are in homes that truly love
them. People who open their
hearts to animals are wonderful
and they make a huge difference
in the destiny of the animals
they love.
If you are reading this, you have helped save these
tiny kittens and every animal that comes through
HOPE’s door. Without your support, HOPE could not
survive and afford
to help save these
animals (vet bills
add up quickly).
Without volunteers and adopters
there would not
be a network (or
village) to help the animals find loving forever homes.
(Continued on page 5)
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Hope Safehouse Bowling Tournament (in May)
Adoption Event at Verlo Mattress (on June 2nd_)
Georges Jubilee (in August)
Divots for Doggies Golf Tournament

Katie’s Canine Klubhouse

PET SMARTS by Maureen Potter

“WE SPEAK DOG”

~ Read-to-animals pRogRams ~

Doggie Day Care
Training • Boarding • Grooming

If you know a child who is having difficulty
reading, or is struggling with self-confidence,
you may want to consider introducing him or
her to a read-to-animals program. While the
specifics of the programs may vary at each location, the format is usually similar. Children
have an opportunity to read to well-mannered,
patient, calm animals. The animals offer
unconditional acceptance and are non-judgmental listeners, which helps reduce the stress
and anxiety often associated with reading
aloud. This arrangement provides the child
with a safe environment to practice their reading, make mistakes, and strengthen their selfesteem. Numerous studies have shown the
benefits to children who have participated in
these programs, both in their improved reading
abilities and in the growth of more positive selfimages. Try reading to a pet in your own home,
or check out the Racine Public Library’s “Ruff
Readers & Cat Chats” program, the Kenosha
Public Library’s “Tails ’n Tales” program, or
look for similar programs at libraries, book
stores, or shelters near you. Happy reading!

262-898-1080
email: KatiesCanineKlubhouse@yahoo.com
www.KatiesCanineKlubhouse.com
5246 Douglas Ave. • Racine, WI 53403
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PLEASE NOTIFY US OF ANY CHANGES: If you are moving or have changes to your phone
number or email address, please contact the office. We want to make sure you continue to receive our
newsletter and are notified of any new happenings at HOPE.
Remember, once you adopt a pet from HOPE Safehouse, all future adopts are free!

THANKS!

Thank you to Abbott Laboratories Employee Giving Campaign and the following employees: Valerie Aldrich, Mary
Ustymowicz and the person who gave anonymously.
Thank you to Teresa Buffington for making and donating pet beds to HOPE. The animals are very happy.
Thank you to AT&T Employee Giving Campaign and the following employee: Pamela Durrah.
Thank you to the Aurora Health Care Employee Partnership and the following employees: Lynn Bever, Karen
DeRath, Barbara Kimball, Arlene Iglar, Allan Loeb, Erika Muro, Carol Nolte, Shari Pallen and Tiffany Paulsen. We
would also like to thank those that gave to HOPE anonymously.
Thank you to Caledonia Vet Clinic, Dover Flag & Map, For Pets Sake Veterinary Services, Havahart, Northshore
Animal Hospital, Petco, Pet Supplies Plus, Sportland, The Woof, Bentley’s and Dr. Tammy Zimmel for continuing
to allow us to have a donation jar at their locations. The extra change really adds up. Thank you to everyone who
donated their change.
Thank you to Girl Scout Troop 5005 for donating the last of the
money they had earned before they disbanded. We wish the girls all
the best.
Thank you to everyone who used Goodshop while searching the internet and
chose HOPE as their charity of choice.
Thank you to Jo Labre for donating the mailing tabs for the newsletter.
Thank you to Great Northern Corporation for donating the proceeds of their
chili cook-off to HOPE. Thank you to Travis Nielsen for recommending HOPE.
Thank you to the Ruud Foundation for their continual support.
Thank you Lynn Tracy and Julie Bach for donating a computer printer to HOPE. We love having copies that we can read!
Thank you to US Bank Employee Giving Program and the following employee: Vicki Baclawski.
Thank you to The Woof for donating the proceeds from the raffle held during Santa pictures.
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H.O.P.E. Mailbag
Congratulations to Kathy Van Parys
on her retirement from her position as
Cat Minister. This wasn’t just a casual volunteer job for Kathy. For her, it
was full time and then some, seven
days a week.

I got to know Kathy during the
Katrina rescue and saw firsthand her
love and dedication to the cats in her
care. She has done it all over the
years, taking care of the many feline
friends who have sashayed through
our shelter. I suspect giving baths to
squirming kittens with needle sharp
claws ranks right up on the top of her
list.
Even after cats were adopted, she
considered them her babies. When a
report came in that a cat had gotten
out, Kathy would rally friends and
head out into the night armed with
stinky tuna and a flashlight, ready to
crawl under bushes and explore window wells.
Kathy’s motto was that she never met
a cat she didn’t want to feed. So if
you adopted a cat from HOPE that
was a little pudgy, it had probably
figured out that giving Kathy the ‘I’m
Hungry Look’ worked every time.
Good Luck in your retirement,
Kathy! Now it is your turn to take a
nap in the sun spot!
Jo Labre
Hi Friends at HOPE!

catch, visiting his friends at doggy
day care, and cuddling with mom.
He’s such a sweet boy and always a
goof ball! I’ve never met a dog with
a sense of humor, but I swear he has
one. He’s also VERY smart! He
knows how to sit, stay, heel, stand,
lay down, jump through my arms,
shake, watch, leave it, and come. He
also knows how to walk on the treadmill, which he loves on cold weather
days!
The biggest thing Forrest has overcome is his shyness. For how outgoing and silly he is when he gets to
know people, he is very shy at first.
When he first met his dad (Carl),
Forrest would hardly go near him
unless there were treats involved.
Now when Forrest sees Carl, he goes
crazy! Carl is his one of his favorite
people, especially when it comes to
playing! And once they’ve exhausted
each other, it’s not unusual to find
Forrest sleeping with his head on
Carl. They’ve become the best of
buds!
Overall, Forrest
is an amazing
dog! We’re so
grateful for him
and for everyone
at HOPE for
bringing him to
us. He brings so
much laughter
and love to our home.

The y ta ke good ca re of me a nd e ve n le t

m

I just wanted to send you a little
update on how Forrest (Rodney) is
doing! He celebrated his first
Christmas with us yesterday and was
very spoiled by Santa! He loved
unwrapping his first Christmas present, but got so excited about playing
with it that he couldn’t focus on
opening the second one.
Besides new toys, Forrest loves hiking and camping, relaxing in the
hammock with mom or dad, playing

www.hopesafehouse.org
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Merry Christmas,
Kristie Ellis

house. Then after a couple of weeks,
we all got into another house that
they drive down the road. After
about another two weeks, we finally
arrived in Texas and moved into a
small house in an RV park for the
winter. I like it here and am friendly
when people come to visit.
Even though I have lots of toys, my
favorite is still the old peacock feather. I also like rubber bands and milk
bottle caps. Plus I get a lot of exercise chasing the laser light around the
living room.
a

I also like rubber bands
Plus I get a lot of exercise chasing the laser light around the living room.

I hope you have a Merry Christmas;
I think Santa
will bring me
a new peacock feather!
Love,
Olivea
She uses the litter box 100% of
t
s

Her name is Hebrew for “pleasant” or “my joy”. Thank you so much for
You do a lot of good for animals and people.

To the wonderful people at HOPE,
Namomi (formerly Naila) is happy,
healthy and extremely affectionate.
She uses the litter box 100% of the
time (the reason she was returned to
HOPE).
I am so thankful to have her. Her
name is Hebrew for “pleasant” or “my
joy”. Thank you so much for
saving
her life.
You do a
lot of
good for
animals
and people.
Pat Serak

The n a fte r a couple of
Afte r a bout a nothe r two we e ks ,
I like it he re a nd

Dear Joanne & Jeannie,
As you can see, I am happy and content with my new family. They take
good care of me and even let me
sleep in their bed.
At first, it was kind of confusing
because they took me to their big

a
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This month is our 10-year
Time flies! It’s been a terrific 10 years; I don’t think I could have asked for a
I’m blessed to have her in my life.

Seasons Greetings HOPE
I wanted to send a quick update to let
you know Zoey is doing great. This
month is our 10-year anniversary
together. Time flies! It’s been a terrific 10 years; I don’t think I could
have asked for a sweeter four-footed
companion. I’m blessed to have her
in my life.
(Continued on page 6)
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Pets
“Annabelle” ~ beloved canine of
Catherine & William Perez ~ Mary
Walker
“Bambi”(aka “Maya”)~ ~ beloved canine
of Joshua & the late Vicki Beer ~ John
& Jody Beer
“Gimli”(aka “Pachino”)~ beloved feline
of Laura Gellott
“Gracie” ~ beloved feline of Larry Cerny
& Sue Hendricks ~ Wisconsin Tech
Sales
“Kira” ~ beloved pet of Toby Johnston
“Mattie”, “Reggie”, “Oliver” and
“Harry” ~ beloved pets of Chris &
Brenda Webb ~ Shelia Deschler
“Nelson” ~ beloved canine of Sue Causey
“Nickie”(aka “Chuck”) ~ beloved feline
of Joyce Levandowski & Kay Pearson
“Spencer” ~ beloved feline of James &
Kathleen Foldy
“Tasha” & “Tuesday” ~ beloved felines
of Susan Renquist
“Winnie” ~ beloved feline of Nancy
Krajewski ~ Sara Krajewski

People
In Memory of John Born Sr.
Steven & Lynne Bourelle
Cindy Morones
Jamie Raschke
In Memory of Thomas Clickner
Joann Clickner
Heidi Wernecke
In Memory of Pam Johnston
Jeff & Lynda Johnston
In Memory of Mary Ann
Lojeski
James & Dorothy Bittner
In Memory of Bill Phalen
Jeff & Lynda Johnston
In Memory of JoAnne Smith
Susan Jensen & Steve Comeau
In Memory of Honor Steinmetz
Debra McGee

In Honor of...
Dr. Lori Allen – Merry Christmas – Wheaton Franciscan Laboratory – All Saints
All Foster Families – Thank you – Barbara Michelman
Ed & Karen Hermanson – Kristen Harris & Larry Smith
“Jordyn”, “Titus”, “Sarto”– They are the best dogs – Helen Hearn

We want to thank Phil Ontko and Alan Blome of Castle Lanes for
including HOPE in the Match Game Tournament Bowling
Championship for the past number of years. They were wonderful
to work with and we appreciate everything they did for HOPE. We
also had a wonderful time with the bowlers and their generosity
towards HOPE was incredible.
We look forward to working with Phil and Castle Lanes in the future.
HOPE wishes Castle Lanes and all the bowlers all the best in the
coming seasons.

ADOPTED!
“Ambush” – Nicholas Riegelman
“Boot” – Debra & Michael Hetland
“Bree” – Patricia Kaiser & John Payne
“Cleveland” – Kathy & Terry Van Parys
“Eagen” – Mary Jo Bergin & Charles
Thomas
“Little Miss Muffet” – Patricia Noonan
“Sigmund” – Patricia Bailey & Lisa
Bulicek
“Solomon” – Jennifer & Mark Tremmel

(Continued from page 1)
As I said, it takes a village. If not for
HOPE and Lynn, Laura, Northshore
Animal Hospital, Amanda & Daryl,
Laura & Gene, Dana & Scott and everyone who supports HOPE, four little kittens would have….
I do not like to think about what would
have happened to these kittens if it
weren’t for HOPE and all the villagers.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.
{Editors note: HOPE loves getting
updates and pictures from adopters. If you
don’t want your notes in the newsletter,
just let us know.}

Remember Ambush from
the January newsletter?
He was adopted and is very
happy in his new home!!!!!!
Nick, thank you for taking
this lovey boy home.

Sweepstakes Tickets are ON SALE NOW!
Tickets are $5 per ticket or six for $25.
The grand prize will be $1,000, $500 for first prize,
$250 for second prize
and $50 for third prize.
The drawing will be held Saturday, June 2, 2018 at 2:00 p.m.
at Verlo Mattress on Green Bay Road in Racine during our
Meet & Greet.
If you are interested in selling tickets, please contact the office.
www.hopesafehouse.org
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Welcome New &
Returning Members

Gold P lated
Lifetime Members
Mike&&Sue
SueBalcerek
Balcerek
Mike
Kris&&Paul
PaulCook
Cook
Kris
Paul Lee
& Kathy
Ginther
Erika
Gosker
Erika Lee
Gosker
Wendy
Gosker
Wendy&Gosker
Sherry
Gary Horton
Sherry
Gary Johnson
Horton
Don
and&
Sharon
Don & Sharon Johnson
David
DavidMisun
Misun
James
Jean Mohrhauser
Nancyand
Nelson
Nancy
Nelson
Gerald & Marlene Nievin
Marlene
MarlenePerkins
Perkins
Runzheimer
RunzheimerInternational
International
Robert
Robert&&Viola
ViolaSchmidt
Schmidt
Jane
JaneSimons
Simons
Sharon
Sharon&&Robert
RobertTrussell
Trussell
Mary & Willard Walker
Our condolences go to the
following:

Kathy Aber
Linda Callendar
Sue Causey
Dennis Felton
Rodney & Carol Fraser
Brett Heim

Heather & Dennis Jensen
Jeff & Lynda Johnston
Julie Klein
Lynn Meidam
Barbara Michelman
Karen & Jorge Murillo

Dave & MaryLou
Redmond
Susan Renquist
Jackie & Christine Snider
Joanne Wahl

Sadly, some of our adoptees have crossed over the Rainbow Bridge. May they
wear their silver wings with pride.
“Bessy” canine adopted 7/9/13 by Harold & Ramona Oertel
“Cheri” canine adopted 6/7/16 by Kathy & Terence Van Parys
“Chuck” feline adopted 6/20/11 by Mary Kay Pearson & Joyce Levandowski
“Franny” canine adopted 12/31/05 by Vicki Fox & Manuel Pedrosa III
“Greub” feline adopted 12/27/02 by Sharon Schuster
“Maxy” canine adopted 9/7/06 by Erin & Greg Spencer
“Marco” canine adopted 10/25/05 by Heather Jensen
“Murawski” feline adopted 11/21/06 by Michael & Michael Thompson
“Oak” canine adopted 1/21/03 by Kathy Mueller
“Olivia” feline adopted 1/19/09 by Lynn & Jon Eeg
“Red” canine adopted 2/4/08 by Del & Janice Pigg

Marcia & Mike McCallum on the loss
of their feline “Bug” in February 2018.
Kathy & Terry Van Parys on the loss of their guinea pig “Daisy”.

(Continued from page 4)

Hi Lynn,

Thank you for
all that you do to
save animals as
precious
as
Zoey.

Thank you for all that you do, Brady
and I are grateful every day for our
Charlie (formerly known as Taxi). He
is happy and healthy a year after
adoption; and his favorite activities
include sleeping, cuddling with Mom
and Dad, and eating his favorite
treats. He also enjoys walks, playing
with
his
d o g g i e
cousins, and
stealing
Mom’s spot
both in bed,
and on the
couch.

Andrea Frank
Hello Lynn just wanted to send a new
picture of Mr. Flash. He is a beast
weighing in at 78lb! He is doing
great. His favorite thing to do is try
and get all the dirty dishes clean as
I’m putting them in the dishwasher.
Lol he is such a lover he loves all people and other animals! We love him so
much! Thanks for helping find our little boy!
Kim Tabb

Brady, Elizabeth & Charlie Yamat
Hi Lynn,
Cooper is doing very well and he has
the nickname “Coop Guy.” Keeping
him quiet during his heart worm treatment wasn’t too bad - he did pretty
well. He did have hookworms when
we adopted him through the middle of
July, so those took awhile to tackle!
We had training from mid September

hopesafehouse@gmail.com

to the end of October and he was the
instigator of the class lol! In the
beginning of November, he was
neutered, had his cherry eye fixed,
and had his back, dangly declaw
removed. That was a rough two
weeks. He, like most dogs, did not
like the cone. He’s doing very great
now! He’s opened up so much and is
THE cuddliest dog I’ve ever encountered. He barks often, which is an
accomplishment because he was so
shy in the beginning! He is also
obsessed with bunnies (of course, he’s
part Beagle). He snores louder than
any old man and he sleeps a lot of the
day - sometimes we think he’s a cat.
Haha! He’s been a joy to have and we
are so grateful for
the goofy, loving
dog we adopted!
Thank you guys
for all you’ve
done!
Thank you,
Amber Madrinich
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DONATOrS
Kathy Aber
Janis Allan
Sharon Apostoli
Sue Balcerek
John & Claudia Berges
Beth Blimling
Lori & Randy Borland
Chloe Broenen
Gary Bronson
Virginia Burns
Linda Callendar
Barbara Chambers
Diane & Mike Delaney
Barbara DeWitt
Dawn & Eugene Dunk
Connie Eberly

Lee Erickson
Dennis Felton
Mary Fenske
Thomas & Cheryl Foley
Andrea Frank
Rodney & Carol Fraser
Kathy Garski
Debora Gault
Nola Gordon
Wayne & Katherine Groth
Carol Hansen & Brad Jaeck
Margaret Henze
Joan Herman
Paul & Mary Hesse
Carolyn Hogan
Beatrice Janiszewski
Lynn Johansen
Orville & Sheila Johnson

Sharon & Don Johnson
Suzanne & Bradley Kahl
Terry Keister
Janet Klein
Sophia Klopas
John Kozel
Chris Leto
Scott & Patti Lojeski
James & Judy Martin
Laurie Melius
Barbara Michelman
Phillip & Natacha Nicholas
Karen Nielsen
Denise Nitsch
Shari Pallen
Gene Pearson
Barbara Petak
Renee Popadic

Dave & MaryLou Redmond
James & Paula Robotka
Craig Sazama
Betty Schneider
Pat Serak
Noel Sheer
Collen Stoneburner
Juliana Van Winkle
Mary Vandenburg
Joanne Wahl
Wayne & Patricia Walczak
Samantha Young
Luci Zahray
Judy Zimdars
Don & Lee Zurawski

We want to say a special thank you to Kathy Van Parys who has been our Cat Minister for 16 years.
She has been in charge of the HOPE Safehouse felines; feeding, watering, scooping, medicating and
loving for a very long time. I don’t remember anymore just how she got sucked into the chaos that is
HOPE but thankfully she got enough experience before the Katrina intake (tee hee). She has decided
to retire this year and even though we will miss her, we are happy she will get to enjoy some family
time. We wish you well Kathy! We know you will still be involved with critters and we will connect on
many fronts.
Lynn Tracy of Waggin’ Tails Dog Training is retiring after forty years. We want to wish her all the best and
may her retirement be filled with many puppy dog tails.

www.hopesafehouse.org
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Racine, WI 53403
262.634.4571
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Yes I would like to help HOPE Safehouse save more animals!
Enclosed is my total contribution of $_________________________ to be used as follows:
$______DONATION
$______IN MEMORY/HONOR(Circle one) OF _______________________human/dog/cat/other (Circle one)

(Please include name & address of bereaved family or honored person/group in the space below * so an acknowledgment may be sent)

All memberships include a subscription to the quarterly newsletter and a 5% discount on HOPE merchandise.

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP
___$10 Individual ___$25 Family
___$100 Patron
___$500 Sponsor
___$1000 Lifetime ___$2000 Benefactor
$______Other

GIFT MEMBERSHIP
$25 or greater gift membership
Buy a 1 year gift membership for a friend
and you receive a HOPE T-shirt

Please print your name & address:

Please print name & address of recipients of gift or bereaved:

Name:___________________________
Address:_________________________
City/State/Zip:_____________________
Phone:___________________________
email:____________________________

Please mark the size we should send to you

___S___M___L___XL___2X___3X___4X

* Name:_________________________

Address:_________________________
City/State/Zip:_____________________
Phone:___________________________
email:____________________________

ALL MEMBERSHIPS ARE DUE FEBRUARY 14

